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Illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) !shing remains one of the greatest threats to marine
ecosystems due to its potent ability to undermine national and regional e#orts to manage !sheries
sustainably as well as endeavours to conserve marine biodiversity. IUU !shing takes advantage of
corrupt administrations and exploits weak management regimes, in particular those of developing
countries lacking the capacity and resources for e#ective monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS).
IUU !shing is found in all types and dimensions of !sheries; it occurs both on the high seas and in areas
within national jurisdiction, it concerns all aspects and stages of the capture and utilisation of !sh, and it
may sometimes be associated with organized crime. Fisheries resources available to bona !de !shers
are removed by IUU !shing, which can lead to the collapse of local !sheries, with small-scale !sheries in
developing countries proving particularly vulnerable. Products derived from IUU !shing can !nd their
way into overseas trade markets thus throttling local food supply. IUU !shing therefore threatens
livelihoods, exacerbates poverty, and augments food insecurity.
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caught annually
IUU !shing occurs on the

FAO participates in Brazilian national seminar on IUU !shing
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Latest

Four reasons illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) !shing a#ects
us and what we can do about it
Don’t let the words put you o#: Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU)
!shing has a greater impact on your life than you may realise. IUU !shing is one

of the biggest threats to our oceans, impacting the sustainability of !sheries,...

Video: Illegal, unreported and unregulated !shing | Sustainable
!shing starts with us
Although the impacts of illegal, unreported and unregulated !shing on world
oceans, trade, and coastal communities can be substantial, most consumers

seldom think of IUU !shing as an obstacle to the sustainability of our ocean. When illicitly caught !sh ends...

Get Involved!
On 5 December 2017 the United Nations General Assembly, in its annual
resolution on sustainable !sheries, proclaimed 5 June as the International Day
for the Fight Against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing. The date
marks a historic event, namely the day...

high seas and in other areas
within national jurisdiction,
especially e#ecting coastal
rural populations in
vulnerable areas
IUU !shing may sometimes
be associated with other
crimes
FAO is working closely with
IMO, ILO and UNODC to
counter IUU !shing and
associated illicit activities

Events

08/05/2023 - 12/05/2023
Fourth Meeting of the Parties to the
PSMA
Indonesia

Related Links

Contact

FAO-IUU@fao.org

FAO Fisheries and
Aquaculture Department

Sustainable Development
Goal 14

ILO Convention No.188
“Work in Fishing Convention” 

http://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/international-framework/voluntary-guidelines-for-catch-documentation-schemes/en/
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http://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/resources/detail/en/c/1403969/
http://www.fao.org/port-state-measures/news-events/detail/en/c/1412292/
mailto:fao-iuu@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg14
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C188


7/25/21, 15:10Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing | Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Page 3 of 3http://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/en/

Follow us on

            

            

      

Download our App

© FAO, 2021

Contact us

Terms and Conditions

Scam Alert

Report Misconduct

Jobs

Procurement

Governing Bodies

O$ce of the Inspector
General

Evaluation

Legal and Ethics O$ce

FAO organizational chart Regional O$ce for Africa

Regional O$ce for Asia
and the Paci!c

Regional O$ce for Europe
and Central Asia

Regional O$ce for Latin
America and the
Caribbean

Regional O$ce for the
Near East and North
Africa

Country O$ces

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Food-and-Agriculture-Organization-of-the-United-Nations-FAO/46370758585?ref=mf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/faonews/collections/
https://instagram.com/fao/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fao
http://www.fao.org/news/rss-feed/en/
https://www.slideshare.net/FAOoftheUN
https://soundcloud.com/unfao
https://twitter.com/FAO
https://www.weibo.com/unfao
http://www.youtube.com/user/FAOoftheUN
https://www.tiktok.com/@fao
https://www.toutiao.com/c/user/token/MS4wLjABAAAAddfBLLYL2GZzXAetR_paFVV1-M4fdAWpUxiROxuOpl7pDGuXLCGfYg_VOogU135J/?wid=1621947153152
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/faonow/id877618174?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.fao.mobile
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/en/
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/en/
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/en/
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/scam-alert/en/
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/report-fraud/en/
http://www.fao.org/employment/home/en/
http://www.fao.org/unfao/procurement/general-information/en/
http://www.fao.org/unfao/govbodies/gsbhome/gsb-home/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/who-we-are/departments/office-of-the-inspector-general/en/
http://www.fao.org/evaluation/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/org-chart/en/
http://www.fao.org/africa/en/
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/en/
http://www.fao.org/europe/en/
http://www.fao.org/americas/en/
http://www.fao.org/neareast/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/who-we-are/worldwide-offices/en/#c207632

